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RESIDENTIAL CONSTRUCTION COSTS 


HIS bulletin is devoted to bringing up to date important construction cost 
factors on two types of residences frequently found in most parts of the 
country. 


On page 18 are found the cost curves for estimating the cost of a house similar 
to our standard two-story six-room frame, and on page 19 are found the cost 
curves for a one-story brick veneer bungalow. In preparing these cost curves 
we have segregated the various costs into three groups: 


1. Outside wall perimeter costs. 
2. Fixed cost items. 
3. Total interior floor area costs. 





All outside wall perimeter costs are shown by the red line on the two charts. 
This is done to take into account irregularly shaped houses or houses with large 
perimeters. 


The fixed cost items consist of those items which will cost the same regardless 
of the size of the house. Included in this category are the costs of the fireplace 
and chimney, stairs, bathroom tile work, kitchen sink, plumbing fixtures, and 
medicine cabinet. The cost of these items for the two-story frame house is ~ 
$2,680 and for the brick veneer, $2, 120. 


The remainder of the total cost of the house is based on the square feet of 
ground area covered, and is shown in combination with the fixed cost items by 
the solid blue line on the charts. 


The charts are used in this manner. Assume a two-story frame house with 
150 feet of perimeter and 1,400 square feet of ground area. The red line shows 
that the perimeter cost would be $7,650, and the solid blue line shows that all 
other costs in this house with 1,400 square feet of ground area would be $15, 980. 
The total cost, therefore, would be $23,630. 





Brief specifications for these two houses are given on page 20. 
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me COST CURVES FOR ESTIMATING REPRODUCTION 
| COST OF A ONE-STORY BRICK VENEER HOUSE * 
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BRIEF SPECIFICATIONS 
TWO-STORY FRAME HOUSE 


Foundation and basement - Full basement with 25" concrete floor, 12" poured 
concrete walls. 
Exterior walls - Redwood siding over frame; 3 coats white lead. 


Interior walls - 3-coat plastering over rock lath or expanded metal lath. No 
paint or paper. 


Roof - Gabled with 210# asphalt shingles over 2" x 6" rafters spaced 16" 
c toc. 


Floors - Select red oak over 2" x 10" joists spaced 16" c toc. 


Plumbing - One 3-fixture bath; one 2-fixture lavatory; 60" kitchen sink; 4" 
copper water lines. 


Heating - Hot water radiation, no automatic firing included. No water heater 
included. 


Other - Chimney and fireplace, built-in kitchen cabinets, 4" insulationon 
ceiling and in exterior walls, basement stairs, 3 coats of paint on all woodwork, 
complete electrical system but no fixtures. 


ONE-STORY BRICK VENEER 


Foundation and basement - Full basement with 25" concrete floor, 12" poured 
concrete walls. 


Exterior walls - 4" brick veneer with 1" air space between brick veneer and 
wood sheathing. 


Interior walls - 3-coat plastering over rock lath or expanded metal lath. No 
paint or paper. 


Roof - Gabled roof with 210# asphalt shingles; 2" x 6" roof rafters spaced 16" 
c toc. 


Floors - Select red oak over 2" x 10" joists spaced 16" c toc. 


Plumbing - One 3-fixture tiled bathroom; 60" kitchen sink; 4" copper water 
lines. 


Heating - Forced circulation, combination furnace and blower, automatic 
humidifier, necessary leads and returns of 26-gauge galvanized steel. No auto- 
matic firing; no water heater. 


Other - Chimney and fireplace, built-in kitchen cabinets, 4" insulation on 
ceiling and in exterior walls, basement stairs, 3 coats of paint on all woodwork, 
complete electrical installation but no fixtures. 











